
Mayo Wynne Baxter’s experienced
Litigation Team has developed its
Assured Shorthold Tenancy (AST)
Repossession scheme based on 
its in depth experience and
knowledge in settling disputes
which relate to property. 

Our team of specialists provide
effective, practical advice to a
broad range of agents and
landlords throughout the South
East. We understand that a
proactive approach is often
required to protect our clients’
interests in property, and we have
built up a reputation for achieving
excellent results as a result of our
commitment to client service. 

Receipt of Instructions
We will endeavour to deal with new
instructions on the day they are
received, provided we receive them
before 2.00pm, and the next working
day if received them after that time. 

Conflict Searches
A conflict search will be carried out on
each new matter and our client will be
notified immediately if there is a
conflict of interest which results in our
inability to act in that specific matter.

Instructions to issue proceedings
We will issue the relevant statutory
Notice(s) and issue proceedings as
soon as permissible. No proceedings
will be issued without our client’s
written instructions to do so, such
instructions taking the form of the
“Instruction Submission Sheet”. No
proceedings will be issued unless we
are certain how the claim has arisen
and we are in receipt of all
documentation necessary to support
the claim.

Judgment 
We will provide our client with a copy
of the Possession Order (and money
judgment) on the day on which it
becomes available, unless this is not
possible, and we will advise our client if
that is the case. 

Enforcement
We will advise our client of the most
cost effective method of enforcing its
judgment. This will often be by way of
instructing the county court bailiff to
enforce possession and the county
court bailiff or high court sheriff to
recover the judgment debt. Where the
bailiff or sheriff collects instalments
over a long period, the case will be

diarised to renew the warrant after one
year in order that enforcement can
continue. Periodically we will request
interim payments from the bailiff or
sheriff as instalments are received. If
enforcement by the bailiff or sheriff
fails or we believe it to be
inappropriate, we will advise our client
in writing of the other methods
available and the likely costs involved.
We will be honest and will never
advise our client to incur unnecessary
costs or to take enforcement action
which will be uneconomical.

Correspondence
All  incoming correspondence will be
dealt with within 3 working days of
receipt. No file will be left for a period
of more than 1 month without the case
being reviewed and action being taken
where appropriate. Where a new
member of the department is in their
probationary period, the department
manager will check all their incoming
and outgoing correspondence.

Documents
Documents such as defences and
witness statements will be copied with
appropriate advice to our client for
their comments and instructions.

Designated Cover
During holiday leave, sickness, or visit
to clients, there will always be a
designated member of the team to
cover absence. In times of absence,
the designated cover person will pick
up voicemail messages, deal with
urgent post, pay in cheques, check 
the diary, and take any necessary
procedural steps. We will endeavour
to ensure that our client will not be
unduly affected by absence of their
usual contact at Mayo Wynne Baxter.

Intestacy is the word used when 
someone has died without making a Will. 

There are set rules for working out who 
is to receive what. Assets held in joint 
names will usually pass automatically to 
the co-owner whilst some assets, such as 
pensions and life insurance policies may 
be distributed according to preexisting 
instructions. 

Cohabiting partners are not automatically 
entitled to anything, and may have to 
go to court to claim a share, unless the 
initial beneficiaries are able to agree.  
This can be very costly, and the amount 
received may be significantly lower than 
they were expecting. 

The process of administering the estate 
of someone who has died without a 
Will is very similar to the position where 
there is a Will, but the costs can be much 
higher, particularly if it is necessary to 
trace surviving relatives. 

We have a specialist team who can 
advise you about intestacy, and the 
administration of estates. 

The distribution of a person’s estate 
depends on whether he or she was 
married (or in a civil partnership), or had 
children. 

If children inherit, their share will usually 
be held in trust, with restricted access, 
until they reach 18.  

If any beneficiary who would have 
inherited has died before the person in 
question, their own children (if any) will 
share that beneficiary’s inheritance. 

You will find a brief guide overleaf. 

Is there a surviving Spouse or Civil 
Partner?

No: 
The Law looks for the closest relatives to 
share the estate, in order of priority set 
out below.  Where there is at least one 
person (or their children) in a group, 
the search stops, and no more distant  
relatives are considered. 

◆	 Children  
◆	 Parents
◆	 Full siblings
◆	 Half siblings
◆	 Grandparents
◆	 Full aunts and uncles
◆	 Half aunts and uncles 

 
 

Yes: 
The distribution depends on whether 
there are children (or grandchildren) 
living. 

If there are descendants the Spouse/ 
Civil Partner receives £250,000, all 
personal chattels and the income from 
one half of the estate.  The descendants 
receive the balance of the estate on 
reaching 18. They will receive the capital 
of the first half on the death of the 
Spouse / Civil Partner. 

If there are no descendants the Spouse 
receives £450,000, all personal chattels 
and one half of the rest of the estate.  

The balance of the estate is distributed in 
order of priority as set out below:

◆	 Parents
◆	 Full siblings (or their children)
◆	 The Spouse 
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Is there a surviving Spouse / Civil Partner

Are there 
surviving children 
or grandchildren?

 
 

 

  

Are there surviving
full brothers or sisters
(or their children)?

Are there surviving
half brothers or sisters
(or their children)?

  
   
  

Are there surviving
grandparents

  

Are there full
brothers or

sisters 
(or their 

children)? 

 
 

  

  
 

 
 

This does not include joint assets
The children of a relative who has already died will share their
parent’s inheritance
Chattels means most personal possessions
Money for children under 18 will be held in trust

 

 
 

  

The parents share
the estate

 
 

The full brothers and
sisters (or their children)

share the estate

   
   

  

 The half brothers and
sisters (or their children)

share the estate
 

  
   

  

The half aunts and
uncles (or their children)

share the estate

   
  

  

The Crown, Duchies of Cornwall or Lancaster receive the
estate, but if a relative can prove their entitlement, the

estate will be distributed the them

The full aunts and uncles
(or their children) share 

the estate

    
   
 

The grandparents
share the estate

 
  

The spouse or civil partner
receives £450,000 +

one half or the remainder of 
the estate

The parents share the other half
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Are there
surviving
children

(or
grandchildren)? 

Are there
surviving
parents?

The spouse or
civil partner
receives the 
whole estate

Are there
surviving
parents?

The spouse or civil partner
gets £450,000 +

one half or the remainder of 
the estate

The full brothers and sisters (or
their children) share the other

half

The children
(or grandchildren)
share the estate

Are there surviving
full aunts and uncles
(or their children)?

Are there surviving
half aunts and uncles 

(or their
children)?

The surviving spouse or civil
partner receives £250,000 + all 
chattels + the income from half
of the remainder of the estate.
The children (or grandchildren)
share the other half and receive

the capital of the first half on the 
death of the spouse or

civil partner


